
HOMEeconomics
It’s all about getting the best home for the money. 

And spending less once you move in.

What does it do?The Keller Standard How most builders do it! Value
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York 95.5% efficiency furnace 
with high-efficiency fan motor 
in all basement applications.

These furnaces save money on utility 
bills and reduce greenhouse gas 
emission.

The industry standard is to install 80% 
efficient furnaces in basements. These 
are less costly for the builder, but more 
costly for you.

Re-cycled blown cellulose 
insulation: R-38 ceilings, R-43 
cantilevers and exposed floors, 
R-13 on exterior walls, R-20 
where applicable.  

We use dense cellulose insulation 
whenever applicable, instead of traditional 
fiberglass. This eliminates gaps and 
improves the thermal performance and 
comfort.

Traditional fiberglass insulation is used, 
leaving voids and weak areas that 
increase heat loss and air leakage. 

Approximately 20% of your home’s lighting 
is provided via compact fluorescent bulbs. 
This helps to reduce energy usage, heat 
production and greenhouse gases.

Conventional incandescent bulbs are 
typically provided throughout the entire 
home, utilizing greater amounts of 
electricity. 

Compact fluorescent lighting in 
selected areas for energy 
savings.

Argon-free dual pane vinyl 
windows with Low-E glass.

We install low E windows to save on 
heating in the winter and cooling in the 
summer. These are windows help you 
save money over the years.

 

PEX Plumbing system - 
Structured plumbing system 
includes a recirculation pump 
with timer which provides timed 
rapid hot water delivery.

Installationusing pex pipe that includes a 
hot water recirculating pump. It provides a 
quieter, more efficient method to deliver 
hot water throughout the house. 

“Run and Branch” or “Home Run” 
plumbing installation. It’s less expensive 
and easier to install, but not as efficient 
as our system, and doesn’t allow for 
re-circulating pumps. 

Honeywell Pro 4000 program-
mable thermostat and automatic 
air-cycler. 

This means more even temperatures, and 
a healthier, more comfortable environ-
ment.  

No air-cycler results in ‘stratified’ air in 
the home. Layered air qualities and large 
variations in temperatures exist from 
room to room.  

100% of our homes are Energy 
Star tested. 

Rating certificate provided at closing.  Many other Energy Star builders test 
only 15% or 1 in 8 of these homes.

Wall  framing panelized in a 
controlled environment to 
maximize quality and minimize 
lumber waste.

Our pre-built wall panels are created in a 
controlled indoor environment on framing 
tables.   

“Stick Built. These walls are not as 
uniform, create gaps in insulation and 
uneven finishing of interior walls.   

Exterior PVC perimeter drains to 
community under drain or to a 
sump pit per site.

We ensure that sub-surface water flows 
away from the base of the foundation. 
Rigid perforated PVC pipe that hold its 
shape even in soil conditions that tend to 
crush pipe.   

Flex pipe is used for the perimeter drain 
and under-drain. This pipe is difficult to 
lay flat and conform to desired flow-line - 
as humps and flat spots commonly 
interrupt the flow of water.    

50 gallon, high-recovery, 
power-vented and sealed-
combustion gas water heater.

We install water heaters that feature an 
electric (hot surface) ignition. This helps 
to reduce utility bills, eliminate pilot lights, 
while preventing gases from entering the 
home.

Traditional water heaters with pilot lights 
are installed, and the pilot lights can 
blow out, causing inconvenience and 
wasted energy to reheat water.   

Standard dual-pane windows with out 
low-E coating. 
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Fully sealed metal duct work. We install fully sealed duct work on 
supply and cold air return channels - 
which means more consistent room-to-
room temperatures.

Common practice is to use floor and wall 
cavities instead of specific duct work. 
This results in air leakage, uneven 
temperatures and high utility bills.

Please note: We are continually striving to improve our homes. Keller Homes, Inc. reserves the right to change prices, plan speci�cations or feature without notice or obligation. Your savings may vary. 

Comfort and Livability

Electrical Power for present 
and future.

Advanced Insulation 
techniques. 

Wall Sheathing.  

You’ll have a minimum 150 AMP electrical 
panel, and a 200 AMP in or larger homes. 
This allows for future spas, air condition-
ing and finished basements.

The industry standard in typically a 100 
AMP or 150 AMP in the largest homes. 
This does not provide for future 
expansion.

We create insulation dams where ceiling 
heights vary, plus full cavity (R-38 to 
R-40) insulation at rim joists, cantilevers, 
and floor areas over garages. 

No insulation dams. Insulation spills 
from higher to lower ceiling areas, 
creating cold spots at ceiling transition 
points. 

During framing stage, we add wall 
sheathing for an added barrier on both 
sides of insulated walls.

Typically, builders do not sheath these 
walls, creating imbalances in room 
temperatures and wasting energy. 

Safety and Health
A clean furnace. We protect our furnaces during the 

construction process. This minimizes the 
dust and paint spray in the duct system 
and lengthens the life of the furnace. 

Typically the furnace iruns as it is 
installed, dirtying the duct system and 
compromising the efficiency of the 
furnace.

Sealed Combustibles. We use fully sealed combustion 
furnaces, water heaters and fireplaces. 
This prevents back drafting of carbon 
monoxide into the home. 

Sealed combustible furnaces are more 
readily installed you should check to see 
if the water heater and furnaces are 
sealed as well.

Fresh Air Intake. Our thermostats allow for automatic 
fresh air intake into the home. Keeping 
fresh air continually blended into the 
indoor air for a healthier environment.

No automatic fresh air intake mechanism 
on the thermostat. This creates reduced 
amounts of fresh air into the home and 
stale or sick air to be recycled.

Personal Touch
Guided personal consultation 
with Design Studio specialist.

We provide consultations in our 
extensive showroom, guiding you 
through the personalization of your 
home to fit your lifestyle.

You’re sent to various subcontractor’s 
showrooms or meetings with sales 
person to make selections who are not 
familiar with builder options.

Personal consultation with 
electrician.

We provide a private meeting with 
electrical, low voltage and lighting 
contractors so you can personalize your 
wiring needs. 

Standard options sold by builder’s sales 
person. This doesn’t allow you to locate 
features that are important to you or 
anticipate possible problems.

Customer frame walk through. A quality expert demonstrates the 
progress and technology of your home 
to-date and items installed to this point.

No customer frame walk. You’re not 
given the opportunity to formally walk 
through your home with the builder 
during this stage. 

Customer Orientation. We provide a new home orientation and 
walk through with a quality expert to 
help you familiarize yourself with your 
home and answer questions.

You’ll most likely meet at the home with a 
field superintendent. This puts you in an 
awkward position of becoming your own 
quality inspector. 

Follow Up Courtesy Visit We initiate a meeting 30 days after 
closing and then again at eleven 
months, to answer any questions you 
may still have.

No builder-initiated follow-up after the 
closing. You’re responsible for contacting 
the builder for warranty problems. 

TOTAL ADDED RETAIL VALUE: $6,750 - $10,450
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